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An estuary is defined by Pitchard (1967) as "a semi-enclosed coastal body of water 52 with free connection with the open sea and within which sea water is usually diluted with 53 freshwater derived from land drainings." Pritchard defined four types of estuaries from the 54 geomorphological standpoint but Odum (1971, p. 352-354 ) added a distinct type which he 55 called "river delta estuaries" found at the mouths of large river systems. Our study areas may 56 belong to this type, even though the river systems in our case are small. 57 Estuaries have long been the focal point for much human activity (Blaber 1997) . As 58 the meeting place of river and sea, they provided quiet waters for harbours and port cities to 59 flourish elsewhere in the world (Blaber 1997) . In most cases, however, port cities attract 60 industries that may dump effluents directly into the estuary resulting to pollution. Despite this To determine total weight (kg), we included these small crabs using their average weight (30g 118 for those priced at 1.00 Php and 70g for those priced at 3.00 Php). However, for presentation purposes we omitted the CPUE value of this crustacean. Barbier, E. B., Hacker, S. D., Kennedy, C., Koch, E. W., Stier, A. C., and Silliman, B. R. 
